
 

Purpose: 
The student will use the internet and library to research the impact a person has made on 
government.  The student will gain knowledge in the research process, and gain an insight to 
the history of the US Government. 
 
Materials:  
Internet 
Word processing  
Library 
Books 
 
Vocabulary: 
Biography 
Belief 
Conclusion 
 
Procedure: 
1. You will select a  person from the list below.  Begin to research the assigned person. Follow 
instructions and the format for putting together paper. 
 
2. Your paper must include the following: 
• Cover Page 
• Biographical background 
• Political beliefs and ideas of the person, such as, what is the governments responsibility to 

the people, and what is the people’s responsibility to the government 
• Personal conclusions 
• Bibliography 
 
3. Select an individual from the list below. 
George Washington  Aristotle   Thomas Paine 
James Madison  Mao Tse-tung   Voltaire 
Abraham Lincoln  Niccolo Machiavelli  Oliver Cromwell 
John Hancock   Edmund Burke   John Knox 
Karl Marx   William Penn   John Marshall    
Adam Smith   John Jay   John Locke  
James Monroe   David Hume   Baruch Spinoza 
Plato    Thomas Malthus  Thomas Hobbes  
John Stuart Mill  Baron de Montesquieu  Robert Owen    
Thomas Jefferson  Jean Jacques Rousseau Benjamin Franklin 
 
Product: 
The final paper  will be typed, using APA Style.  The paper must have at least five sources.  
Only two sources may come from the internet.  Wikipedia will not be considered as a source. 
The paper will be double spaced and a 12 point font will be used.  Paper will be submitted 
electronically. 
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